
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, World Day of Prayer 

for Vocations Homily 2018 
 

Happy Easter!  Easter continues!    

 

Happy Easter to all!  Yes, Easter continues for us and exactly for 7 weeks 

with the Seventh Sunday of Easter which is for us now the Ascension of 

Jesus and then to Pentecost inclusive: Alleluia!   

 

The expansiveness of the Easter Season is so amazing and exciting!  We 

celebrate Christ’s Resurrection for him and for us.   This is the Day the Lord 

has been made, let us rejoice and be glad!  Alleluia!  

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday and World Day of Prayer 

for Vocations 2018!  Wow!  That is expansive!   

 

A Census taker who went to the home of a family in the mountains of West 

Virginia to gather information asked the parents of how many dependents 

they had?  They began, “Well, there is Rosie, Michael, Billy, Lewella, Susie, 

Harry, Jeffrey, Johnny, Tommy, Monica, and our dog, Willie.”  The census 

taker interrupted and said: “No, that’s not necessary.  I only need the 

humans.”  “Ah, the couple said, “Well there is Rosie, Billy, Lewella, Susie, 

Harry, Jeffrey, Johnny, and ….” Once again, the census taker interrupted 

them.  Slightly exasperated, he said, “No, you don’t seem to understand.  I 

don’t need their names.  I just need the numbers.”  To which the couple 

replied, “But I don’t know them by numbers.  I only know them by name.”  

Like the couple in today’s Gospel, Jesus, the Good Shepherd knows his 

sheep by name… 

 

We can all become good shepherds, not only parish priests and pastors but 

all of us entrusted with the care of others is a shepherd.  All of us have a 

vocation, and it is probably what we are doing right now for many of us.    

 

We need regularly to ask ourselves: “Is God calling me to greater service in 

my church and community?”  If we want to imitate the Good Shepherd, it is 

not enough to agree with what he said.  We must do what he did.  If we want 

to imitate the Good Shepherd, we must also embrace others into the flock, 

they all belong to Christ and must be lead so that the whole world will be 

united together with its God.     

This is the Day the Lord has been made, let us rejoice and be glad!  Alleluia!  


